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 UN-Habitat project to improve municipal 
solid Waste management in Kenya’s 
coastal area (African Business)

 UN-Habitat, UNEP builds the capacity of 
Arab experts on Urban Ecosystem-based 
Adaptation (African Business)

 Kenya: UN-Habitat provides Taita Taveta 
with a waste recovery plant (Afrik 21)

 UN-Habitat finds multi-hazard 
vulnerabilities in Jaipur city (The Hindu)

Dear Reader,

Its an exciting week as the Eleventh Session of the 
World Urban Forum (WUF) kicks-off this Sunday, 26 
June 2022. 

So far, we have over 18,000 registered participants 
from 166 countries. The WUF program includes six 
categories of partner-driven events: SDGs in Action, 
ONE UN, Voices from Cities, Networking, Training, Urban 
Library. 

With a wide-variety of sessions planned for the week, 
don’t miss the launch of our global flagship report – 
the World Cities Report 2022.  This will take place on 
Wednesday, 29 June 2022. Find out more in the Feature 
Story of this issue. 

In other news, more than 200 children successfully co-
designed the Central Park of Madrid Nuevo Norte using 
digital gaming. 

Through the use of the Block by Block tool, a UN-Habitat 
methodology that uses digital gaming, students had the 
opportunity to re-imagine how a 13-hectar green space 
could become the next iconic Central Park of Madrid. 
Find out more in the success 
story section of this issue.  

Happy Reading,

Lynne Karago 
Editor

News roundup

 UN-HABITAT revives five alleyways in 
Maraach through a multi-sectoral urban 
regeneration approach (Relief Web)

 WHO/Europe reports on the contribution 
of urban planning and management to 
resilience and health protection (World 
Health Organisation)

 UN-Habitat marks completion of Bourj 
Hammoud projects funded by Polish Aid, 
Embassy of Japan (Naharnet)

Jawaharlal Nehru Marg in Jaipur, with the 
World Trade Park visible in the background. 
| Photo Credit: Special Arrangement

H
A

B 
P

O
ST

 | 
Ju

ne
 2

3 
20

22

https://african.business/2022/06/apo-newsfeed/un-habitat-project-to-improve-municipal-solid-waste-management-in-kenyas-coastal-area/
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The report is a flagship 
publication and an integral 
aspect of our positioning as 
a centre of excellence and 

innovation for monitoring and reporting 
sustainable urbanization. The theme 
of the World Cities Report - Envisaging 
the Future of Cities - mirrors the theme 
of WUF11, Transforming our cities for a 
better urban future. 

The World Cities Report 2022 seeks to 
provide greater clarity and insights into 
the future of cities based on existing 
trends, challenges and opportunities, 
as well as disruptive conditions, 
including the valuable experience and 
lessons from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
It suggests that cities can be better 
prepared to address a wide range of 
shocks and transition to sustainable 
urban futures. 

In addition, the report proposes a 
state of informed preparedness that 
allows us to anticipate change, correct 
the course of action and become 
more knowledgeable of the different 
scenarios or possibilities that the future 
of cities offers. 

Save the date: Launch of the 
World Cities Report 2022

UN-HABITAT BRAZIL/José Bernado Júnior

FEATURE STORY

The long-awaited World 
Cities Report 2022 will be 
launched on Wednesday, 29 
June 2022, during WUF 11 in 
Katowice, Poland.

A key message running through the 
report is that building economic, social 
and environmental resilience, including 
appropriate governance and institutional 
structures, must be at the heart of the 
future of cities.

For this and more, join us on 
Wednesday, 29 June 2022, from 14:00 
to 15:00 hours at the Press Conference 
Centre in WUF 11. 

In case you missed the World 
Cities Report 2020 on the Value of 
Sustainable Urbanization check it out 
here.

For more information on the launch of 
the World Cities Report 2022, please 
contact Katerina Bezgachina
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ARENA

TRANSFORMER 1
ME
Consider yourself and reflect 
on your location in the city.

TRANSFORMER 2
YOU 
Ask them to share a personal 
story. Meet fellow citizens and 
learn about the positive change 
they are trying to create. 

TRANSFORMER 3
US
Sit with other people and have 
conversations about trans-
formation. While you observe 
urban landscapes and their 
current challenges, the world 
looks back at you.

TRANSFORMER 4 
OUR COMMUNITY
Join the arena. Learn what is 
going on in various communities 
and locations to inspire change. 

Contribute ideas to what you 
think your city needs, state your 
actions and commitments, your 
plans for your city and what you 
can do to positively transform it.

TRANSFORMER 5
OUR CITY
Let yourself be surrounded by Katowice. Connect with the 
city, go out and experience transformation, find out how 
the Sustainable Development Goals come to life in the 
city and find out about UN-Habitat’s contribution to the 
city’s transformation.

COMMUNITY

YOU
US

ME

CITY

At the heart of all transformation 
is change, which begins with 
introspection - soul searching as 
we seek to make sense of our 
relationship with forces larger than 
us. Transformative change starts 
with Me, then goes to You before 
exploring how we make sense of our 
relationship with the people closest 
to US. Learn about the people who 
make up your community. 

UN-Habitat Arena

Think about the spaces that we 
call home, and how, over time, 
the community has transformed 
space into place. Appreciate how 
these places give us our identity as 
citizens. In this exhibition, we want 
visitors to experience change from 
the personal to the collective. 

We invite you to immerse in five 
different ‘transformative’ moments. 

Explore and develop ideas that can 
change ME, YOU, US and the CITY. 
Contribute to the ripple effect. Share 
with us what you would do to make 
a better urban future! 

For more information on the UN-
Habitat Arena, please contact Victor 
Mgendi.
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At a glance: UN-Habitat flagship programme

Monday
June - 27 

nao.takeuchi@un.org

adriana.platablanco@un.org

adriana.platablanco@un.org

EVENT

EVENT

EVENT

Call for Action towards World 
Clean-Up Day - Partnership to 
Tackle Global Waste Challenge 
and Beat Plastic Pollution

IntegrHabitat Centers: Shaping 
Integration in the Territories

Data Tools and Instruments 
to Assess and Follow Up 
Territorial Integration

14:00 - 15:00

15:30 - 16:30

17:00 - 18:00

Thursday
June - 30 

helen.odera@un.org

yasmeen.alawamleh@un.org

elisa.mezanoguez@un.org

elin.fabre@un.org

EVENT

EVENT

EVENT

EVENT

WUF Legacy Projects

The Arab Urban Regional 
Data Platform – Vulnerability 
Assessment Profiling 
Workstream

Implementing the New Urban 
Agenda and SDGs at Local 
Level: Cases Mexico (San 
Nicolas de los Garza) and 
Brazil (Izidora)

Her City – Innovation, 
Gender and Youth

09:30 - 10:30

11:00 - 12:00

12:30 - 13:30

14:00 - 15:00

Tuesday
June - 28 

pinar.caglin@un.org

matthew.nelms@un.org

daniela.chonglugon@un.org

florian.lux@un.org

matthew.nelms@un.org

adriana.platablanco@un.org

EVENT

EVENT

EVENT

EVENT

EVENT

EVENT

UN-Habitat Urban Laboratory 
Interactive Space

Financing Dialogue for 
Capacity-Building: Develop 
Partnerships and Programmes 
to Multiply Impact and Design 
a Pathway to Excellence

Our City Plans Digital Platform: 
Customizing Participatory 
Planning Process

Go Blue – Connecting 
People, Cities and the Ocean 
for a Sustainable and Resilient 
Kenyan Coast

Innovations in Learning for a 
Better Urban Future: the UN-
Habitat Learn Platform and the 
New Urban Agenda Illustrated 
Toolkit

SDGs and the New Urban 
Agenda Implementation: 
the Role of Regional 
Governments in Latin America 
and the Caribbean

09:30 - 10:30

11:00 - 12:00

12:30 - 13:30

14:00 - 15:00

15:30 - 16:30

17:00 - 18:00

Wednesday
June - 29 

tina.pastore@un.org

tina.pastore@un.org

tina.pastore@un.org

tina.pastore@un.org

tina.pastore@un.org

elisa.mezanoguez@un.org

EVENT

EVENT

EVENT

EVENT

EVENT

EVENT

Flagship 1:  Inclusive Vibrant 
Neighbourhoods and 
Communities

Flagship 2: People-Centered 
Smart Cities

Flagship 3: RISE UP for 
Climate Resilience in 
Vulnerable Settlements

Flagship 4: Inclusive Cities: 
Enhancing the Positive 
Impacts of Urban Migration

Flagship 5: SDG Cities: 
Accelerating the Localization 
of the SDGs for a Sustainable 
Urban Future

Prospective Territorial 
Industrial Atlas for Investment 
Attraction: An Opportunity for 
Socioeconomic Recovery in 
Mexico

09:30 - 10:30

11:00 - 12:00

12:30 - 13:30

14:00 - 15:00

15:30 - 16:30

17:00 - 18:00

mailto:nao.takeuchi@un.org
mailto:adriana.platablanco@un.org
mailto:adriana.platablanco@un.org
mailto:helen.odera@un.org
mailto:yasmeen.alawamleh@un.org
mailto:elisa.mezanoguez@un.org
mailto:elin.fabre@un.org
mailto:pinar.caglin@un.org
mailto:matthew.nelms@un.org
mailto:daniela.chonglugon@un.org
mailto:florian.lux@un.org
mailto:matthew.nelms@un.org
mailto:adriana.platablanco@un.org
mailto:tina.pastore@un.org
mailto:tina.pastore@un.org
mailto:tina.pastore@un.org
mailto:tina.pastore@un.org
mailto:tina.pastore@un.org
mailto:elisa.mezanoguez@un.org


Usually, large urban developments are carried 
out by an architectural firm or through an 
administrative process, without considering the 
opinion of citizens. However, the Madrid Nuevo 

Norte project - the largest urban regeneration project 
in the city of Madrid and one of the largest in Europe 
covering a strip of 5.6 km - has opted for the opposite, 
relying on citizen participation as one of the most 
important pillars in the design of this new urban space.

DCN, together with Madrid City and UN-Habitat, 
launched the “Imagine the Great Park of Madrid Nuevo 
Norte” initiative with the purpose of increasing young 

people’s engagement in decision making and urban 
design. Through the use of the Block by Block, a UN-
Habitat methodology that uses digital gaming, students 
had the opportunity to re-imagine how a 13-hectar 
green space could become the next iconic Central Park 
of Madrid.

DCN Director of social commitment, Gema Del Pozo, 
explained how “the project highlighted the importance 
of digital engagement and the impact of participation in 
driving inclusive urban change. With technology, young 
people and students felt involved in the development of 
their own city.”

Imagining spaces for everyone

Young participants valued the process and the fact 
that their opinions were considered and their voices 
were heard. As a result of the engagement process, the 
needs of people, including children, women and girls, 
older persons and persons with disabilities, were taken 
into account, ensuring that the park is accessible for all.

More than 200 students aged 12 to 16 from 10 different Madrid school districts have worked 
for a year with UN-Habitat’s Global Public Space Programme to co-design the future of one of 
the biggest regeneration projects led by the Distrito Castellana Norte (DCN), the main private 
promoter of Madrid Nuevo Norte.

SUCCESS STORY

More than 200 children co-design the 
Central Park of Madrid Nuevo Norte 
using digital gaming

The pioneering programme aimed to go 
beyond the “business-as-usual" approach 
to sustainable development through 
development of transformative projects, 
sharing of best practices and through 
capacity building. 
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https://unhabitat.org/programme/global-public-space-programme


Minecraft, a digital Lego game used in building cities, 
allowed the students to be very committed and 
approach the project with enthusiasm while having fun. 
Teachers highlighted how students were serious and 
working effectively in teams to re-design a space that 
they will use in the future.

A sustainable, accessible, safe park with 
leisure and sports areas

The one-year engagement process allowed different 
participants to express their needs and partake in a 
process to make the park more accessible, inclusive, 
safe and greener. The design outcomes were 
unanimous and range from increasing greenery and 
adding walking paths to increasing night visibility by 
considering renewable energy for solar lighting.

Other design ideas include bike lanes that promote 
sustainable mobility and better accessibility for all 
users. Leisure activities were also considered like 
playgrounds and sports facilities such as football and 
basketball fields, skateboard and parkour spaces.

Finally, safety received much attention. Students 
worked on the perception of safety by increasing 
“eyes-on-the-park”. This was done by adding kiosks and 
activities that brings people from different background 
into the park, thus creating a safer and welcoming 
environment.

H
A

B P
O

ST | June 23 2022



INNOVATION CORNER

Call for inspiring practices 
on digital education in Africa

Do you know of a research institution, 
academia, digital & tech companies, 
universities, or any types of institution 
involved in digital education?

Share their inspiring digital inclusion in education 
projects across the African continent.

Selected projects will be showcased and published 
in a compendium as part of the Connect2Recever 
research project on digital inclusion in African 
cities and regions jointly developed by the School 
of Architecture, Planning and Design (SAPD), 
Mohammed VI Polytechnic University (UM6P) in 
partnership with UN-Habitat and the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU).

If you have any questions, contact 
Hassan Yakubu or Leandry

Deadline 30th June 2022

Do encourage your partners and 
networks to submit their solutions 
here.
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STAFF NEWS

New colleagues

Faith Njau
Intern
Oversight and Internal 
Controls Unit (OICU)
faith.gathecanjau@un.org

William Lewis
Intern
Global Solutions Division 
william.lewis@un.org

Winnie Mbiyu
Intern
Global Solutions Division
winnie.mbiyukiberu@un.org

Ryan Sasse
Intern
Global Solutions Division
ryan.sasse@un.org
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Role
Programme 
Management Officer, 
NOC 
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
27 June 2022
Apply Here

Role
Chief of Section, 
Programme 
Management, P5 
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
01 July 2022
Apply Here

Role
Associate Finance 
and Budget Officer, 
NOB
Duty Station
Kabul, Afghanistan 
Deadline 
06 July 2022
Apply Here

Role
Programme 
Management Officer, 
P4
Duty Station
Hamburg, Germany
Deadline 
25 June 2022
Apply Here

Role
Programme 
Management 
Assistant, G5
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
15 July 2022
Apply Here

Role
Programme 
Management Officer, 
NO3
Duty Station
Barcelona, Spain
Deadline 
15 July 2022
Apply Here

Role
Programme 
Management Officer, 
NOC
Duty Station
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Deadline 
25 June 2022
Apply Here

Role
Legal Officer, P3
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
24 July 2022
Apply Here

VACANCIES
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https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=183233&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=181566&Lang=en-US
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https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=181653&Lang=en-US
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High-Level Political Forum under the 
auspices of ECOSOC

The meeting of the HLPF in 2022 will be 
held from Tuesday, 5 July, to Thursday, 
7 July, and from Monday, 11 July, to 
Friday, 15 July 2022, under the auspices 
of the Economic and Social Council. 
This includes the three-day ministerial 
segment of the forum from Wednesday, 
13 July, to Friday, 15 July 2022, as a 
part of the high-level segment of the 
Council. The theme for the HLPF 2022 
will be“Building back better from the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while 
advancing the full implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development”.

58th ISOCARP World Planning 
Congress – From Wealthy to Healthy 
Cities

The World Planning Congress of City 
and Regional Planners in Brussels. The 
congress will be organised from 3 to 7 
October 2022 and will include technical 
tours, plenary sessions, workshops, 
workshops and networking events. 

IWA World Water Congress and 
Exhibition - Water for smart, liveable 
cities

Held in Copenhagen, Denmark, the 
#WorldWaterCongress & Exhibition will 
report on the water sector’s progress 
on the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The emphasis will be on SDG6, 
dedicated to water and sanitation. The 
event will also highlight and explore the 
interwoven relation of water with all 17 
global SDGs.

World Migratory Bird Day

World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is 
an annual awareness-raising campaign 
highlighting the need to conserve 
migratory birds and their habitats. It has a 
global outreach and is an effective tool to 
help raise global awareness of the threats 
faced by migratory birds, their ecological 
importance, and the need for international 
cooperation to conserve them.

JUN

26-30

11th Session of the World Urban Forum

The theme of WUF11, Transforming 
Our Cities for a Better Urban Future, 
will highlight a state of informed 
preparedness that provides us with the 
opportunity to anticipate change, correct 
the course of action if necessary, and 
become more knowledgeable on the 
different possibilities that the future of 
cities offers. It also illuminates how policy, 
strategies and actions can promote 
desirable futures.

Key
dates

26 – 30 June 2022

11th Session of the World Urban Forum

UPCOMING EVENTS AND CORPORATE CALENDAR
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Editorial Team

Transforming our Cities
for a Better Urban Future

The 2021 Policy, Legislation and 
Governance Annual Report is out!

We are delighted to share the Policy, 
Legislation and Governance Section 
(PLGS): Annual Report 2021 of the 
Urban Practices Branch within the 
Global Solutions Division. 

In 2021, PLGS had more than 37 
projects running in 25 countries, 
up from 34 in 24 countries in 
2020, supporting national and 
subnational governments in various 
development interventions on policy, 
legislation, governance, integrated 
development planning, urban-
rural linkages, and metropolitan 
management. 

PLGS and partners also continued 
supporting enhancement of legal 

and governance frameworks in 
more than 6 countries. We also 
advanced our interventions on 
urban rural linkages in 7 countries, 
as well as co-organizing the Second 
International Forum on Urban Rural 
Linkages. 

For this and more, check out the 
2021 PLGS Annual Report  here.

The 2020 PLGS Annual Report is 
also available here. Feel free to also 
check the PLGS 2021 catalogue of 
publications here.

More information on PLGS, please 
visit www.urbanpolicyplatform.org

ANNUAL REPORT 2021

POLICY, LEGISLATION AND GOVERNANCE SECTION

URBAN PRACTICES BRANCH
GLOBAL SOLUTIONS DIVISION

https://wuf.unhabitat.org/
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funhabitat.org%2Fpolicy-legislation-and-governance-section-annual-report-2021&data=05%7C01%7Cleon.osong%40un.org%7C36d3992de93c45e6316708da509698a9%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C637910904971629184%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H1B3zJJXwLiKX94vGxLzVGlC6tefp3nS07ceYV9LMx0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funhabitat.org%2Fpolicy-legislation-and-governance-section-annual-report-2021&data=05%7C01%7Cleon.osong%40un.org%7C36d3992de93c45e6316708da509698a9%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C637910904971629184%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H1B3zJJXwLiKX94vGxLzVGlC6tefp3nS07ceYV9LMx0%3D&reserved=0
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